“Cowhbird in the Nest” (sung to the tune of “Cowgirl in the Sand”)
[Melody and harmony by Neil Young, words by Todd Shuman, 2007]
Note: negative sign indicates a minor chord

A- F A- F
Hello cowbird in the nest flycatcher eggs will get no rest
Desert Tortoise on the run Mohave squirrel stuck in the sun
Livestock masters pull the  strings the puppets dance and then they sing

C G Fmaj7 G
Cow moves  through  the willow  heart
Twenty thousand sheep  moving through
Sagebrush lands are trashed to hell

C G F maj7 G
Releasing carbon through belch and  fart
Promoting weed growth through hoof peeand pooh
The public owns them but our reps  will sell

D- E- C F

The Two degrade the river queen

Soon there  won’t be enough to eat

If we don’t fight now much will be lost

D- E- C F
Dis---placing  the native, the wild and serene
To survive inthe desert will prove a feat

Ex---tinction of sage grouse may soon be a cost

D- C F
The deer and golden trout aresoonto depart the scene
Get  rid of those critters so we humans can eat sheep meat
Wild critters of God are not just garbage to be tossed

(Short solo run followed by F C E7 E A)



“Up by Kern River” (sung to the tune of “Down by the River”)

[Melody and harmony by Neil Young, words by Todd Shuman, 2007/2008]

Note: negative sign indicates a minor chord

A-7 D
The golden habitatis getting all messed up
We walked the land we documented everything

A-7 D
With cows hedged willows few overhanging banks
We scoured the files and FOIlAed for much more

A-7 D
The silty waters mean  many little trout
We did our own assessments and then challenged theirs

A-7 D Fmaj7
You see black flies where the caddis and stones should reign ~ Oooh

We publicized the case and prepared for legal war Oooh
Fmaj7 E-

During the summer the water’s too warm
The pressure swelled, we threatened to boycott

F E- G
In winter it’s too cold to survive the storm
We filed a petition to protect the trout

C G D CG D
Up by Kern River | saw destruction
Up by Kern River  Land is recovering

C G D A-7 D A-7 D
Up by KernRiver  Wide and  shallow
Up by Kern River  Wild Cows are gone

yeah
yeah



Notes:

1). Elaboration upon the meaning of, and context for, the words to “Up by Kern River”
can be found on pages 321-334 of Western Turf Wars: the Politics of Public Lands
Ranching, Mike Hudak, 2007

2).Concerning “Cowbird in the Nest”, the first verse generally covers issues related to
high elevation meadow livestock grazing in the Golden Trout Wilderness in Californian
(see Note 1 above). The second verse generally addresses issues related to sheep grazing
in the western Mojave Desert, especially on the very large BLM Cantil Commons
Allotment. The third verse very generally addresses the politics concerning livestock
grazing on sagebrush/sage grouse habitat throughout the west, especially in the states of
Idaho and Wyoming.



